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TR FIRST CCNFARLECE QF SWISS FHIENDS AND FYHRIENDS
OF QUAKERISM

held at Berne, Saturday and 5
Kovenber 10th and llth, 1934

it seened fitting that the Friends of . uakerism from many
parts of Switzerland should meet for the first time at Ierne.
That old city with its background of snowy Alps; the deep
gorge of the river running through the centre of the town,
spanned by enormous but graceful dridges; the crowded and
picturesque red roofs rising up the steep banks to the Cathedral
whose grey tower is a landamark for many miles, and whose quiet
close and square were the scene in ancient times of many o
struggle and saorifice for the right of f{reedom, political and
religious.

In one of the main ancient cobbled streets with gay
fountains and curious arcaded shops, is found the @asthaus sur
Heimat, a solid rambling old house with endless corridors and
steps, but pleasant rooms clean as only tho (erman Swiss can
keep them! Here the majority of the members of the Conference
wore housed, with the large diningrooam as a leeting rooam, and a
useful ante-room where the large table of French, (German and
English literature was the centre of attraction and discussion.

In spite of the language diffioulty - (some of the French-
speaking membors spoke no German, several German-speaking meabers

understood no French, and a good number understood no Englishl) -
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a4 the fact that the majority wmere strangers to eech other, a

cay and friendly atmosphere and an almost izzediate sense of
spiritual kinghip made everycune fecl at ncsme. Yor the Swiss
tpe Confererce vas as much a voyasze ¢f discovery as it was for
the ..zmerican, rrcglish, irench and Ueraman iriends present.
Thirty-nine were present on saturday and fcrty-eight on Surday,.

Trne first seesicn opened with a self introducticn from each
ore present, nnd the varied daily occujyaticns and interests of
the group were revesaled. ihe lergest roporticn of those
jresent were teachers, nnd rofesscrs, thezre were also social
vorkers, busiress men, gerdeners, farmers, & zecktaricien, an
engineer, a telegraphist, office workers and ~t ieast three
mothers of yocung childrer. They came {rom every part of Switzer-
lerd - the risons, Eale, Zurich, Eienne, Neuchatel, Geneva, and
several tins villages. Cver tiis very varied company Héldne
Vonastier, of Lnusanne, presided with a simplicity, directness
+nA effectiveness which helped to create and direct the spirit
of harmony and deepening unity which characterised the vwoek-ord.

Discoveries multiplied. Paring sSundry dinner nsome were
stertled by a burst of song rising frca one table and taken up
2ll over the roo=. A very beautiful 5wiss meoloRy sung BpOR-
tazeously with excellent harmonies (sometnhiny almost impossidble
in ;nglo-Saxon countriss) - and the words were the special song
of the Service Civil, It had been discovered that twenty-two

of thone present hand served with [I'idrre Ceresole at cone time or
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another, A further enquiry reveanled that hine of the young
men present had been in prison an Consolenticus Objeotors Lo
Nilitary bervice. There woere oight Swiss Friends, of whom
four belongoed to the (eneva Meeting.

Turing the sossions of the Conference we were able to avoid
the inandequate and time-wasting translations by simulteneocun
whispered tranplations in Aifferent parts of the room, vhich
vore so quiet asm not to disturbd the speaker. For the most part
the English and Americans made their contributions in epproximate
FYrenoch and German, otherwise each spoke in their own tongue.

After the preliminary introduction on Seturday afterncon
the first session was ocoupied by contributions from Swiss members
of the Conference. Several spoke, but perhaps Dr. Erenner of
Zurich gave the most weighty and comprehensive acoount of what he
folt were the spirituanl needs of his ocountry today. Ir. Carl
Brenner hae been a missionary in China under the PRle Mission.

He 18 the leader of a group of some aeighteen people in Zurich
who have been holding for some time past a fortnightly Ueeting
for Worship after the manner of Friends. It was the help and
innpiration gnined Crcm this Meeting on a basis of silence which
drove him to ;;;;& for closer contacts with the Scolety. Dr.
Brenner deplored the national and looal limitation of much of
the roligiocus life and work in Switzerland, felt that they
needed n desper realisation of organised gomwunity life extonding
beyond frontiers and classes. le remarked that the Church sont
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missions to the yellow and tho brown and the black peoples
’

but so far the Church had no messngce or concern for the "reds®!

br. Brenner wanted to feel that (Cazunity as a living organisation,
centering round the authority of Christ, but reaching across
n{?ontiera, 80 that wherever he went he could feel nhe bhalonred.
LShQ ago he had fnced the problem of trying to serve a god of

war ahQ\Christ. e had found it impossible, and had croszen
uhrist.‘“\ﬁe believed not in & kingdom of lieaver in a life beyond,

but prantiéh}ly here on earth. J0 re lcoked towsrds Juckerism

N\
to find help EQF strength in develcping these ideas.
\

After the evening meal on Saturday evening, the Friends
from other countries mede their contributions. » message of
greeting from Carl Heath on bohalf of the ¥riends Service (ounoil
was read, and Bertram Pickard spoke to this and gavo » drief
account of the development of (uakerism in Furope during and
after the war. Hans Albrecht, Cilbert l'ackaster and Illenri van
Btten followed, and their united presentations gave a very vivid
picture of contemporary .uakerisa in Burcpe today, with a clenr
oexposition of Juaker fundamentals, and yet illustratinc the
freedom and variety of national groupings. The day closed with
some beautiful songs from uadclgino Jibquier, and a period of

silence.
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€@ opered with a personal
tostimony of . uaker feith from Fartram Jiockard

(n Sunday morning the Conferenc

» ead then the

discussion turned to the situation in Switzerlend mnd gome

imzediate difficulties which had mrisen in connection with the
helding of thais Conference.

It should be egpleined thet the progressive religious forces
outside the crganised Churches have chiefly found expression
through the Service Civil under Pidrre Ceresole, nnd the Christien
Scoialist Movement centering round Trofessor kegazx of Zurich,

e strong end inspiring personality. It is quite evident that

in their spirit, their fellowship, their activities these movements
are very closely allied to Quakeorisa. Pat it is also =pparent
that the Religious Socinlists tend to express themselvee, as far
as politics is concerned, through ore political party - the
Socielist Farty. It is claimed that this is by nomeans essential
to the Movement, and in Le Locle (Neuchfitel) for example, nction

is comsciously directed by the movement of the Spirit, end
guidance for action is sought in quiet group meetings with prayer
end discussion.

The organisation of this Conference of Friends of the Priendis
in Owitzerland had provoked from Frofessor Hagas strong opposition
to any form of organised Quaker liovement in Switzerland. The
opposition was expressed in privste letters, in personal tolks -
with Hans Albrecht and the Zurich Group, =nd in a letter sent ©O
be read in the Conference, as variocus causes prevented his

attendance.
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This was the problem brow ht before the Confereno:

©on
sunday morring.  Defore rending the letter 1éldne lonastier,
as a personsl friend of llagez, guve a sympetletic introduction
and speoke beautifully or Irofessor Regaz and his work as an
inspiration and o religicus force wnich hand mennt, nn® ptill
means 3o much for the progrescsive forces in Switrerlnnd.
Jeveral present in sudbsequert discussiors referred to themselves
as "sons" and "daughters" of lsgazs. ine oprosition of Negus is
based on the belicef that such a . usker Lovement would divide
and scatter the religious forcos nlrendy at vwork, esnd add one
more "activity” to the many forms o1 zervice. He would like
to see the fervice Civil, the Christian Socialists, the ».0.H,
ete, all joiuned - not under the banner of Quakerism, but within
the framework of "Die Neue Uemainde” (The New Community) on
which idea he has just been writing and working. e weuld
like to collaborate with I'riends in this larger movement.
Swids Iriends themselves were not bhackward in pointing out
various fallacies on which Frolescor sagez' opposition rasted.
Some oi tho points brought out were (1) that (uskerism rested
on a more profound basis than any one of the activities nbove-
mentioned in their organisational grouping; (2) that there was
necesssrily no question of "a group” or ‘groups” Jeining the
Quaker lovement, but trat each individual must de faitxful to
the guidance and impulsicn of his o inner Light; (3) tnat
collaboration with Frionds in the way rofessor Rages wished was
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not easy without o Owilss (uasor Loveamernt, ‘any wio wera present,

of courase, wore net connectl: d wilh “he selisicus Seoinlists, and
felt that such a comnactliovn weuld iu no =838 moenet thaeir need,
put for aany .rofessor Hagez 1o a mach loeved friend and leader,
and all present felt that such opposition should not lishtly aet
aside, butl quietly and yraycrfully considered,

It was not surprising that the :seting for “orship whioh
followed, lasting & full hour, shculd have led the Conference
to a very deep place, while Lhe veuerl contributions, froa Swiss
and non-Swisa alike, reflect < the sense of unity, assurance and

joy 4n the truths of the syiritunl life,

Sunday azfternoon the discussion waug resvmed on Luc practical
outcomes of the conference. ine non- Owimy presenl lelitl very
privileged to be pregent - at the express wish or lue owius
members - but reirained 1rom taking active part in ta- aiscussion,
except when questioned on specific poinis. % cne such occasion
Hans slbreacht did good service in angwering the quesiiocn us to
what meubership in the Scciety of Friends involved esjecially in
relation to other religious or sccial groupings. “he discussion
was very varied and there were sany oontrivutions aade iroa Sviss
vhe had not hitherto spoken in the Conference.

“he feoeling in the meeting vas very clenr tast no iasediate
ntops should be taken; that all wished to think over lhis
Conference and allow its meaning to grow upon tues; and all were



equally clear that they wished to meet again in a further
vonference in some fevw months time. A4 continuation Committae
was Tormed of Swiss members froa different parts of Switzerland,
vith iidldne Wonsstler as Convenor, whose duty it snould be to
belp the members to keep in touck with each other, and follow
up spy developaents, and to call the next Conference when the
right time oane.

Zhe Conference ended with zmusic Iroa Hado;l:m JKoquiu-.
and a periecd of silent worship.
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